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Validating Issues for

Curriculum Deconstruction-Reconstruction Project

The Curriculum Deconstruction-Reconstruction assignment is an authentic assessment that is scored with a modified holistic rubric.  The rubric criteria are stated as questions applied by the students to the curriculum being analyzed.  

( For identifying and explicating the curriculum construct:   

1. The overall stated or intended purpose of the curriculum construct clearly derived and presented as a construct.

2. The construct is discussed and valued relative to the principles of intellectual empowerment.

3. Salient issues of the hidden, null, and overt aspects of the curriculum are analyzed and reflectively discussed.

4. The overall epistemological assumption(s) within the curriculum is identified and supported reflectively.

( For identifying and illuminating counterstructures within  the construct:   

1. Thoughtful consideration is given to how the curriculum might play out across race, class, gender, ethnicity, and life style in terms of economic, social, democratic power relations.

2. Important aspects of hegemony and its parent ideology are identified in light of the overall intent of the curriculum.

( For reconstructing the curriculum:   

1. A clear foundation is established as the benchmark for reconstruction of the curriculum.

2. Evidences Instructional objectives are deconstructed and reconstructed.

a. Standards based.

b. Explicit concepts, principles, or ideas.

c. Clear reference to the learning activity in which the knowledge will be used by the learner.

3. Validity of the learning assignment(s) is examined and supported reflectively.

4. Authenticity of the learning assignment(s) is examined and supported reflectively.

5. Interest-based, problem-based, and experience-based realities are evidenced.

6. Developmental-, age-, and demographic-appropriate considerations are given.

7. Reading is given full consideration both as a skill to be advanced and as a means f or learning.

8. Assessment of student learning is examined in terms of test validity and the principles of authentic assessment.

9. Standardized Test Prep

a. Student performance

b. Teacher accountability

c. Building and district NCLB accountability. 

(Curriculum Deconstruction-Reconstruction Summary:   

The reconstruction is compared and contrasted with the original curriculum construct in terms of the following fundamentals of curriculum development:

1. Curriculum as what the students actually have the opportunity to learn (McCutcheon, 1990).

2. Experience and education (Dewey, 1938).

3. The child and the curriculum, (Dewey, 2008)

4. Purposeful, explicit outcomes-based design (Wiggins & McTighe, 2005).

5. Empowering v. deskilling curriculum (Hoover, 1997)
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